Dissociation of T8+ cell-mediated cytolytic and suppressor functions in young adults.
In the normal young adult population, in vitro levels of polyclonally-induced IgG secretion by mononuclear cells (MNCs) vary widely amongst individuals. Levels of IgG secretion correlate with functional suppressor activity of T8+ cells but not with their proportion within the MNCs either prior to culture, or as found in this study, at the end of the culture period. The current study also demonstrates a lack of correlation between T8+ cell-mediated suppressor (Ts) function and a second predominantly T8+ cell-mediated function, alloantigen-directed cytolytic (Tc) activity. Whether this dissociation between Ts and Tc functions reflects quantitative differences in subsets contained within the T8+ population or qualitative differences in the mechanisms required for induction or generation of Ts and Tc remains to be established.